
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 6 May 2004] 

 p2423b-2423b 
Hon John Fischer 

 [1] 

FLY IN, FLY OUT WORK FORCE 
Statement 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.38 pm]:  I highlight a matter that time excluded me from 
raising last night.  A lot of discussion takes place about the relative merits of a fly in, fly out labour force as 
compared with a labour force that resides near its employment.  Obviously, a community benefits from a large 
influx of people.  For example, Ravensthorpe, which shares the dubious distinction with Wyndham of having 
one of the worst electricity supplies in the State, would probably find it had a first-class power supply if it had a 
few mining families resident in the town.  Fly in, fly out arrangements cannot be stopped overnight.  For a short-
term, isolated mine, a fly in, fly out arrangement makes a lot of sense.  However, the Ravensthorpe nickel mine 
is different.  It is a long-term operation that has the potential to dramatically improve the infrastructure in 
Esperance, Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe, if the work force is housed locally.   

Through the 20-year life of the mine, the State Government stands to get about half a billion dollars.  I believe 
that it has offered $18.6 million towards the required infrastructure.  The company has offered to put in 
$8 million, which in my view is generous as it is clearly not its responsibility.  That of course leaves the federal 
Government, which is the really big winner.  Without taking any risk or outlaying any capital, Canberra will 
directly benefit to the tune of $2.5 billion from the establishment of the mine.  When the multiplier effect is 
taken into account, the benefit accruing directly to federal government coffers will exceed $10 billion.  As with 
most projects of this kind, the actual life of the project is likely to be longer than the feasibility projection, which 
would further enhance the government take, yet the federal Government has refused to provide the $8.5 million a 
year for three years that is needed to upgrade this infrastructure.  As it stands, Canberra will get its cut regardless 
of how the labour force is employed.  That is an absolute scandal.  It is just another example of how regional 
Australia, and particularly regional Western Australia, is denigrated and taken for granted.   
 


